tional therapy. Recently, considerable scholarly dialogue has been occurring regarding the growth and relevance of qualitative research in occupational therapy and related fields (Hasselkus, 1991; Jensen, 1989; Mattingly, 1993; Ottenbacher, 1992; Riger, 1992; Sechrest, 1992; Shepard, Jensen, Schmoll, Hack, & Gwyer, 1993; Short-DeGraff & Fisher, 1993; Yerxa, 1991) . From that dialogue has emerged the contention, from some, that the qualitative paradigm should supplant the traditional reductionist quantitative approach to human problems. Fisher and I (1993) previously noted that with the variety of research mandates facing our profession, we need all the methods available to us. "We must not only select the method best suited for the question at hand, but also apply those methods with full understanding of their advantages and their limitations" (p. 296). This issue of the Journal was developed to continue discussions to improve our understanding of, and methods for assessing, qualitative research.
Popular author Sue Hubbel describes her reaction to a world that is becoming increasingly digital (reductionistic and quantitative).
I'm glad there are people asking those quantity questions, because my own questions sometimes grow out of their answers. But my own questions are those of process: What does he like to eat? Who is he, anyway? Does she behave differently from those over there, the ones who look like her? What limits the population? What does he do when he gets into a pickle? How does she get along with her own kind? Are they having any fun? How does he grow up? Where are they when they aren't here? What is he up to? ... I realized with one of those flashes of understanding that come now and again that I was going to be analog in a digital world. (Hubbell, 1993, pp. xvii-xviii) The world is increasingly regarded from global, multicultural, and systems perspectives that lead us to focus on process. Qualitative approaches will enable us to enter, participate in, and make sense of process-related issues. Yet, in this increasingly digital .world, quantitative paradigms will persist. It is my personal hope that scholars will see the complementarity of qualitative and quantitative approaches to research questions of importance to occupational therapy. As Hubbel states, process-related questions sometimes grow out of quantitative answers. Using trustworthy qualitative and rigorous quantitative approaches in occupational therapy, research should provide us with the richest understanding of occupational performance and the theory underlying it.
